
MPO/RPO Structure

Strategic Highway Corridors
Business Changes



Lori’s Top Eight List of Things That Have Changed or
May Change

 8) The title of this presentation because who
knows what “MPO/RPO structure, Business
Changes and Effective Integration into
Process and Strategic Corridors” means
anyway.

 7)The name of the Branch where I work.



Lori’s Top Eight List of Things That Have Changed or
May Change (continued)

 6)The primary customers that the TPB
serves.

 5) The realignment of the TPB.





Lori’s Top Eight List of Things That Have Changed or
May Change (continued)

 4) The primary product that we deliver.



Comprehensive Transportation Plan



Comprehensive Transportation Plan



Comprehensive Transportation Plan



Lori’s Top Eight List of Things That Have Changed or
May Change (continued)

 3) The shift to more corridor level planning.
 2) The implementation of the Statewide

Transportation Plan.
 1) The implementation of the Strategic

Highways Corridors Concept.





Strategic Highway Corridors
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“A set of Existing Highways Vital
to Moving People and Goods
within and just outside North
Carolina”

Strategic Highway Corridors



Create Up Front Vision for each Corridor
Affect Long-Term Decision Making

• Funding Decisions
• Project Planning Decisions
• Design Decisions
• Day to Day Decisions (ex: Driveway Permits)
• Local Land Use Decisions

Goals



What will this do?
Promotes Mobility & Creates
Connectivity
Fosters Economic Prosperity
Minimizes Impact to the Environment
Wiser use of Limited Dollars

Strategic Highway Corridors



Objective Criteria

Other Factors

Level of Subjectivity (Common Sense)

How Did We Identify these Roads (Corridors)?

Corridor Selection



Mobility:  Significant Traffic Volumes and Vital
to the State’s and/or Region’s Interest

Connectivity:  Provides a Connection between
Activity Centers (Cities, Hospitals, Universities,
Military Bases, Airports, Intermodal Terminals)

Interstate Connectivity:  Provides a
Connection between Existing and/or Planned
Interstates

Interstate Reliever:  Currently Serves or has
Potential to Serve as a Reliever Route to an
Existing Interstate Facility

Objective Criteria



Hurricane Evacuation Route

Other Factors

Cited in Prominent Report (ex. Rural Prosperity
Task Force Report)

Part of a National, Statewide, Economic, or
Military Highway System (ex. NHS or
STRAHNET)

Hurricane Evacuation Route



Map-Statewide Strategic Corridors



Facility Types

Freeways

Expressways

Boulevards

Thoroughfares

Definitions of Different Facility Types for all
Strategic Highway Corridors

Primarily Based on Level of Access, Median,
Driveways, and Traffic Signals



Freeways
High Mobility, Low Access

55mph or Greater

Minimum 4 Lanes with Median

Connections Provided only at
Interchanges; All Cross Streets are
Grade-Separated

No Driveways

No Traffic Signals

Examples:  I-40, I-95, US 64 Between
Rocky Mount and Williamston, US 52
between Lexington and Mount Airy



Expressways-Type I
High Mobility, Low Access

Speed Limit:  50 to 60 mph

Minimum 4 Lanes with Median

Access at Interchanges for Major Cross
Streets, At-Grade Intersections for Minor
Cross Streets, Use of Accel. & Decel. Lanes

No Traffic Signals

No Driveways

Median breaks for U-turns or Left-overs

Examples:  US 70 around Goldsboro, US 117
North of I-40



Expressways-Type II
High Mobility, Moderate Access

Speed Limit:  50 to 60 mph

Minimum 4 Lanes with Median

Access at Interchanges for Major Cross
Streets, At-Grade Intersections for Minor
Cross Streets

No Traffic Signals

Some Driveway Access Allowed but Right-
in/Right-out only. Use of Accel. & Decel. Lanes

Median breaks for U-turns or Left-overs

Example:  NC 24 between Kenansville and
Beulaville



Boulevards-Type I
Moderate Mobility, Low Access

Speed Limit:  30 mph to 55 mph

Minimum 2 Lanes with Median

At-Grade Access at Major and Minor Cross
Streets

Traffic Signals Allowed

No Driveways Allowed

Median breaks for U-turns or Left-overs

Examples:  US 70 Between Clayton and
Goldsboro, NC 55 (Holly Springs Bypass)



Boulevards-Type II
Moderate Mobility, Moderate Access

Speed Limit:  30 mph to 55 mph

Minimum 2 Lanes with Median

At-Grade Access at Major and Minor Cross
Streets

Traffic Signals Allowed

Driveways Allowed but Access may be
Restricted to Right-in/Right-out; Major
Driveways may be Allowed Full Movements

Some Mid-block U-turns

Examples:  US 70 between Smithfield and
Goldsboro, NC 132 (College Road), NC 11 from
Kinston to Greenville  US 17 in Brunswick County



Thoroughfares
Moderate to Low Mobility, High
Access

Speed Limit: 25 to 55 mph

Minimum 2 Lanes; No Median; Includes
Facilities with a Continuous Left Turn
Lane

Connections - At-Grade Intersections

Traffic Signals Allowed

Examples:  NC 168 in Currituck County,
US 64 between Columbia and Manteo





Statewide Map3



1. Develop Policy that Supports Strategic
Highway Corridors Concept

What NCDOT Is Going To Do

2.  Create a Long-Term Vision for each Corridor

Up Front Coordination with State and Federal
Agencies

Conduct Corridor Studies (3 Underway)

•US 64/NC 49- Pilot Study

•US 17 in Brunswick County

•NC 73 Transportation/Land Use Study



Corridor Studies
Looking at the Big Picture...



Corridor Studies
Outcomes

Technical Analysis on the Ultimate Facility
Type(s) and Cross Section(s) of the Corridor

Determine where Improving the Existing Facility
is Impracticable and New Location Sections are
Needed

Recommendations on Interchanges

Environmental Analysis

Passenger and Freight Movement



Corridor Studies
Outcomes

Land Use and Transportation Integration

Short-Term Plan of Improvements

Functional Design

Public Involvement

Cost Estimate



3.  Consideration of Strategic Highway Corridors in
Planning and Design Process (Incorporate into
Transportation Plans, Roadway Improvements)
Ex:  If  Project Involves Connection of 2 Strategic Highway
Corridors, Consider Higher-Speed Interchange Designs

What NCDOT Is Going To Do

4.  Stress Protection of Strategic Highway Corridors
Ex:  Closer Inspection of Driveway Applications and Traffic
Signals along Corridors

3.  Consideration of Strategic Highway Corridors in
Planning and Design Process (Incorporate into
Transportation Plans, Roadway Improvements)
Ex:  If  Project Involves Connection of 2 Strategic Highway
Corridors, Consider Higher-Speed Interchange Designs



Website

http://www.ncdot.org/planning/tpb/shc/



Mobility and Connectivity

Economic Prosperity

Environmental Stewardship

Summary
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